Greek cinema and the 24th Athens International Film Festival
Three recently completed, highly anticipated films to have their Greek premiere, along with the tribute to the magical cinematic world of Giorgos Panousopoulos, will usher in this year's Greek film section of the 24th Athens International Film Festival.
Following the announcement of the premiere of Giorgos Panousopoulos' new film “In This Land Nobody Knew How To Cry” along with a retrospective of his filmography, the 24th Athens International Film Festival is happy to announce that they will be holding the Greek premiere of three new, highly anticipated Greek films. The audience of the 24th Athens International Film Festival will have the opportunity to attend the screenings of “Pity” by Babis Makridis, having received various distinctions  at Sundance, Rotterdam and other international film festivals, “Third Kind” by Yorgos Zois which was received with great success at this year's International Critics' Week at the Cannes Film Festival and “Chinatown: The Three Shelters” with which Aliki Danezi-Knutsen (“Roads and Oranges”, “Bar”) makes her comeback.
Additional information about the films:
Pity by Babis Makridis
The second feature-length film by Babis Makridis, one of the most talented and distinctive directors of contemporary Greek cinema, is one of the most important additions to this year's Greek film section of the Festival. The Greek premiere will be held at the Onassis Cultural Foundation, at its Main Stage and in collaboration with StraDa Films as part of the 24th Athens International Film Festival. “Pity”, starring  Yannis Drakopoulos, is the story of “a man addicted to sadness and in such need of pity he will stop at nothing to elicit it from others. This is the life of a man in a world which isn't tough enough for him”.
Keeping with the tradition started in 2012 when “L” was the first Greek film to participate in the   Sundance Film Festival , “Pity” had its worldwide premiere at this year's Sundance Film Festival with its entry in the World Cinema Dramatic Competition section. The film also received the Best Film and Best Director awards at the Odessa International Film Festival. The script was co-written by Babis Makridis and Efthymis Filippou  (“Dogtooth”, “Lobster”) and we can hardly wait for the premiere of this promising film at the 24th Athens International Film Festival.
“Pity” will be released by StraDa Films on the 28th September 2018 and will be screened exclusively at the Onassis Cultural Centre's Upper Stage.
Cast & Crew
Directed by: Babis Makridis

Written by: Efthymis Filippou, Babis Makridis

Starring: Yannis Drakopoulos, Evi Saoulidou, Makis Papadimitriou, Nota Tserniafski, Georgina Chryskioti, Nikos Karathanos, Panagiotis Tasoulis, Evdoxia Androulidaki, Costas Xikominos, Kostas Kotoulas, Marisha Triantafyllidou, Viktor Arditis
Chinatown: The Three Shelters by  Aliki Danezi-Knutsen
A dark tale set against the backdrop of a  modern-day metropolis, a revenge thriller situated in the heart of  Athens, the first martial arts film ever made in Greece and much more: this is a brief description of Aliki Danezi-Knutsen's newest creation, the third in a series of outstanding films following “Roads and Oranges” (1996) and “Bar” (2003).
The film is about Cleo (Katerina Misichroni), born to a Chinese father and Cypriot mother, who was brought up with love in a small sunny village situated in the hills of Cyprus. On the day of her 18th birthday she learns that her father did not die of natural causes but was instead murdered by the Chinese mafia from the Athenian Chinatown. Deeply hurt by his absence she swears to avenge him. Wise cook Lin (Richard Ng), one of her father's old friends, decides to train her and soon his young helper Chris Li falls for her.
As Cleo learns to cook, her natural abilities begin to surface and ignoring her teacher's advice to be patient and not act rashly, she embarks on her revenge. Before long she walks into her enemy's trap. Her mother (Themis Bazaka) takes news of this back to Cyprus and soon Cleo's uncle Takis, armed with his Mediterranean notions on revenge, comes to her rescue. Cleo continues to battle her father's murderers and along the way realises that her dark and dangerous destiny is her own biggest enemy.
Cast & Crew
Actors: Katerina Misichroni, Richard Ng, Chris Li, Jacqueline Chang, Themis Bazaka, Yannis Stankoglou, Master Tang Tung Wing, Koulis Nikolaou

Written By: Aliki Danezi-Knutsen

Directed By: Aliki Danezi-Knutsen

Action Director: Αntjie Rau/ Master Tang Tung Wing
Third Kind by Yorgos Zois
Following its presentation during the International Critic's Week at this year's Cannes Film Festival, the new short film by Yiorgos Zois (Casus belli (2010) and Interruption (2015)) will be screened for its Greek premiere. “Third Kind” is a science fiction film shot last summer on the grounds of the old airport in Ellinikon. According to the official summary, Earth has been abandoned and the human kind has sought refuge in space. Three archaeologists from the future return to investigate the origin of a mysterious five-tone signal being transmitted from Earth.
Cast & Crew
Directed by: Yorgos Zois

Written by: Yorgos Zois / Konstantina Kotzamani

Actors: Alexandros Vardaxoglou, Effi Rabsilber, Nikos Hanakoulas, Miankhail Waris Awalgul 

Cinematography by:  Yannis Kanakis
The 24th Athens International Film Festival, sponsored by Cosmote TV, will commence on Wednesday 19th September 2018  at the Athens Concert Hall.
The full programme of this year's festival will be announced at the Press Conference which will take place on Wednesday 12th September 2018 at 12 pm in the function room of the Friends of Music Society of the Athens Concert Hall.
Additional information about events and screenings, as well as continuous updates on the activities and news of the 24th Athens International Film Festival can be found on the following websites:  www.cinemagazine.gr | www.aiff.gr 
